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may be perceived in the myſteries of hea- 

1 then religions. But if this be the caſe, it 
is obvious to aſk, why are no traces of this 
doctrine to be found in the Jewiſh ſcrip- 
W and the Jewiſh worſhip? | Or, if the 
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cc 1 the Jews themſelves acknowledge ; 
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days of the Meſſiah, and not only ſo but 
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40 belong to him, for the proof of which he 
quotes the book Sepher., Thkarim, ii. 8. 
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BY * Here Mr, Taylor inſetts the f lowing note in French, 
but I ſhall give it in Engliſh: Calmet, on the word Meta- 


. 
- 
* 
n 3 
he . 6 
* hi 3 
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ſages quoted by Biſhop Pearſon, there is nd 
intimation of there being two Jehovahs; ſo 

= hat if the Meffiah be Jehovah, there muſt | 
1 „ been no * Being e n, 1 | 
| Mr. Taylor would not ſuppoſe. e 
From reading the above . * 
. 2 Mr. Taylor, the reader would con- 
chade, that it was the univerſal opinion. of 
the 


general, that this ges at angel Meratrom was 
the ſoul of che Meſſiah. But this would * 
a a miſtake; fot Beauſobre quotes ſome of 

them; Who gad „that the ſoub of the Meſ- 


3 


| Cabbaliſtic proof of this myſtery; waren. 
the letter A in Adam, meaning Adam, the 
D David; and the M the eſſiah. Hiſtoire 
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« Chriſt could. not be one of the thins 
10 that Chriſt. would not reveal, becaue . | 5 
they were not able to bear it, thougg 

« ſome had faid. M. And yet this wri⸗ | 
ter himſelf, as we. ſhall ſee,. acknc wedges = 
that the divinity. of Chriſt was ng taught 
with. clearneſo, till it was done by the 
apoſtle John. Origen ſuppoſed. that the 
things Which our Saviour referred to were 
what related to the aboliſhing of the Je; 
law. But he thought that John, was the 
perſon who firſt, taught the . ne 
nce and e, 5 
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| Fathers thought of the apoſtles” ſentiments | 8 

: - and conduct on the day of Pentecoſt, Thall Wl . 
| take notice of another reaſon which they 5 
give for the care that Was taken to conceal . 
te knowledge of our Lord's divinity, | = : 
Which was 70 deceive the devil, leſt he, 1 


© Knowing him tb be the Meſſiah, ſhould bot | 
| have ventured to encounter him, and. ſo, not 
being conquered by him, and a by | 
- means of his death, the great object of " bis | 
 miffion' would not hive beet gained: 9 bo 
WEE» thought firſt occurs in epiſtles 
9 | aſcribed to Ignatius, who ſays, „ the vir- 
« ginity of Mary, her delivery, and his 
death, were concealed.from the. pri 
this world*.“ Je 
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« many? Mary herſelf, when — carried him | 
« in her womb, did nat know the ſecret. And 


„hy do I fay men? The devil himſelf did 


« not know it, for if he had known it, he : 
would not afterwards haye aſked him upon 


« the mount, faying, F ibon art tht Son of 


Cod; and he did this once, twice, and three = 


« times,” On this account he aid to John, 
« who was beginning to reveal him, hold now) 
in that is, be ſilent now. It is not yet time 


to reveal the ſecret of the incarnation; 1 


« muſt yet deceive the devil; boa ſilence 


now, for thus it becomes us “. Abain, 
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catch the devil as-witha'bait ; and to prove Wl © 
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Teſtament, eſpecially that of 1 1 wil 46 
dra thee our with my hook, Kot. 3 ite 
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as a man, he Was encouraged to proceed © 
with the temptation. He repreſents, him as | 


« from heaven, calling you the Son. of God, 
« but I ſhall not NOTE: it Hl + it 9 ay by 
«© facts % > 

Job the monk as Fe 4 "e was FER 
* fary that the myſtery of the- incarnation o 
© the logos ſhould be concealed, both ta 
« make it more acceptable to the hearers, ; 
and alſo to deceive the devil . 

Bafil of Seleucia ſays, that, thaugh the N 
„ demons called Chriſt the Son of God, | 
they did not know that he was God, bes f 
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It was objected, that it was wrong in Gol 
to conquer the devil by deceiving him, the 
human nature; but Gregory Nyſſen replies, 
that „ jt: was fair 1 70 . ee 


0 wy” "Chriſt being concealed und 


d ce 5 ver . 47 | [ 8 „ A 1 


If it was imagined to "be Weng nds 
devil, whoſe cunning and penetration was 
never thought very lightly of, ſhould te) 


mai ignorant of our Lord's divinity, he 


greateſt care, and have conduRted: 
the m 


how could, men find it out, and eſp 
Jews, whoſe moſt ſanguine | expe 


from, the. Meſſiah Went no farther than to 4 
man, born like other men 95 ies 6 «a4 | 
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uſt,” no doubt, have. concealed it with the | 


cautions manner. If the devil wa | 
not able to diſcover any ching of the matter, 
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tant of the pre- exiſtence and divinity of _ 


Chriſt till after his death, muſt have thought | 

thatall the Jews, and out Lord's diſciples, were 
ignorant of thoſe doctrines, If, as C hryſoſtom TED 
ſays, it was. particularly neceſſary. to conceal _ 


this great ſecret from our. Lord' 8 diſciples, 


leſt they ſhould have publiſhed it through - 


joy, and alſo from his enemies, and the de- 
vil, teſt they ſhould have counteracted the 
deſign of his coming, we may take” it 


for granted, that, in the opinion of mw | 


writers who have given us theſe repreſenta 


tions, it was no more ſuſpected at the time 


of Chriſt's death, that he had even pte 


exiſted, or that he had had any thing to do 
in the making of governing the world, than 
that he was to be ſo e a ee be- 5 


fore he was born. S706 „ 
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tles were ſuppoſed to have conducted them 


ſelves in this reſpect after our Lord's aſcen- 


fron, and after the e ant 1 9 9 oh, 
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count of his known orthodoxy, and of 
courſe his unwillingneſs to make any need. | 
leſs conceſſions to his adverſaries, may. be 
thought to have more weight than any 
other, I ſhall, in the firſt place, proc uce 
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I chall ſhew that, independent of any con- 
current teſtimony of others of the Fathers, 

who have mentioned the ſubject, and which 

IA, dhall produce hereafter, it clearly ptoves 
that, in his idea, the apoſtles thought it her 
ceſſary to uſe great caution in divulging to 

the Jews ſo offenſive à doctrine as that of . 

„the divinity of Chriſt ; though, in conſe 

| gquence of their caution on this head, the 
be mn” chriſtians did in their Wo continue 
1 5 e | _ ylfarianh 


A8 * Teſtimony of Aubade on ac | 


it; and as exceptions have been made to it, 


oy 


anitarians, weite brit + 5 1 3 nothing 


more than a mete man, and alſo propa- 


gated the ſame doctrine among: the Gentile 
converts. The paſſage itſelf is as follows: 455 
Will they affirm, ſays he, that the 
« ap oſtles held the doctrine of Arius, becauſo 
« they ſay that Chriſt was a man of Nazareth, 
and ſuffered on the croſs i ? or becauſe they 


a uſed theſe words, were the apoſtles of 
„opinion that Chriſt was only a man, and 
„nothing elſe? By no means: this is 
not to be imagined. But this they did 


« ag wiſe maſter-builders, and ſtewards of 
« the myſteries of God; and they had this 


pp good reaſon for its. For the Jews of that 


* age, being deceived themſelves, and hav- 


ing deceived the Gentiles, thought that 


- Chriſt was a mere man, only that he came 
« of the ſeed of David, reſembling. other 


40 deſcendants of David, and did not be- 


* Jieve either that he was God, or that the 
« word was made fleſh. On this account 


a the bleſſed apoſtles, with great prudence, | 

* in the firſt place, taught what related to 

- 4 the humanity of our Saviour to the Jews,” 
that having fully . them, from his 
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belief of his divinity; thewing that hit | 
„works were not theſe of 4 man, but t 
# God. For example; Peter Baving Rid 
that Chriſt was a man who had ſuffered, | 


immediately added, he is the prince of | 


life. In the e he confelſes, tho 
e art the Chriſt, the Son of che living God? 
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preaching Chriſt as Jeſus of Nazareth, a 


man approved of God, he ſays, M He calls 
„him a man, and not God, with reſpecr 
to the Jews, and others, who, like them, 
4 conſidered things according to the feth, : 
from that time to the preſent, And the 


* apoſtles of our Lord; and our Lord him- 


« ſelf, anſwered concerning himſelf as a 
* man, Ye ſeek to kill me, a man Wh 

has told you the truth . 2 
It has; been ſaid; that Athaniſius | is 5 1 


ſpeaking of the undelieving Jews. The 
expreſſion is, rat Legat 
age; which includes both the believing 


and unbelieying Jews. Had he been ſpeak 
ing of the Jews of his own time, it would, 
_ Town, have been probable that he meant 

the  unbeljeving W 5 
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es 1 hs 1 at the, very y birt promu m * | g 
gation of chriſtianity among. them, it it Fr 9 
moſt natural to ſuppoſe that he meant all. 
the Jews. Paul, long after his converſion 
to chriſtianity, called himſelf à Jew.. How. 
ever, it will be ſufficiently evident from 
the whole tenor of the paſſage, that he 
muſt have meant the believing Jews prin- 
cipally, and in ſome reſpects, the believing 
Jews only, excluſive of the unbelieving 4 
ones. And in this conſtruction of the paſ- 
ſage, 1 am by no means ſingular, but have , 
the ſanction. of. trinitarians themlclves,. as 5 
that of the Latin tranſlator and Beauſobre, _ "og 
The Latin tranſlator of Athanaſius, Mt, oh 

Solis, and certainly no unitarian, had. ſo 
little ſuſpicion of any other meaning, that 

he renders. xprr in this place by Feſum, 
The learned Beauſobre, a trinitarian, and 
| therefore, an unexceptionable judge. in this . 
caſe, quoting: this very paſſage, does not 
heſitate to pronounce that they were be- 


| Leving Jews who were intended by. the 


writer, © Ces Juifs,” he ſays, 0 ne ſont pas 23 
& les Juifs incredules, mais cieux qui fa: fa- | 
vx Wool profeſion du chriſtianiſme, - But 

ee 
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admitting Diet the Jews here meant were 


unbelieving Jews, they were ſuch as the 
apoſtles wiſhed to convert to chriſtianity, 


and many of them- ſoon became chriſtians, 


But the circumſtance which decifively | | 
proves that the Jews Athanaſius is ſpeak - 
ing of were chriſtian Jews, is their draw- ; 


ing the Gentiles into the belicf of the 
imple humanity of Chriſt, For certainly 


the goſpel was preached to the Gentiles by 

| the believing, and not by the unbelieving 
| Jews, If it be ſuppoſed that the doctrine 
| Athanaſius ſpeaks of was not concerning 
Jeſus, but the Meſſiah in general, how could 
it intereſt the Gentiles? The doctrine, 5 
therefore, muſt have been that concerning 
Jeſus, and conſequently, the preachers muſt 


have been chriſtian Jews, and their proſe- 
 Iytes chriſtian. Gentiles, It is ridiculous 


to ſuppoſe. that the queſtion om be 3 in- | 


tereſting to any others. 3 


Suppoſing, however, the whole body of 


the Gentiles (little as they were concerned: 


in the queſtion). to have been previouſly - 
taught by the Jews, that their Meſſiah, 
e he mould ewe. would be no- 
thing 
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opinion that they were as fully perſuaded | 
of 43 Athanaſius repreſents the Jews, theit. 
teachers, to have been, the ſame caution maſt 
| have deen as neceſſary with reſpect to them, 
as With reſpect to the N e = 
Ts for the ſame reaſon. . 
It has been ſaid, gs e 1 
nothing about the caution of the apoſtles, 
but only ſpeaks of their prudente, In teach 
ing what was more eaſy and neceſſary, *- 
Fore that which was more difficult and les 
neceſſary. But the term eme, in the con- 
nexion in Which it ſtands, can bear no 
other ſenſe than caution, and great cation, 
ra won way concerts, and it apprars from the 
whole tenor of the diſcourſe, that Athanakus 
could have intended nothing elſe than to 
deſeribe the prudence, of extreme caution bf 
| the apoſtles, and to aetount for it. He eM. 
dently does not repreſent them as deferring 
the communication of the do@rine of the 
_ divinity of Chriſt, on account of its deinz 
more conveniently. taught afterwards, us 
part of a ſyſtem of faith; but only leſt i : 
N 885 ad Ce offence to WM] Jews. 


11 eil, 1 in \ heb circums, 
ances, nb not the ſame ching with Caution, 
1 do net know. what is meant by caution, 
It has been ſaid that Athanaſius ſpeaks. 
af the rapidity with which Peter ee 
to teach the docttine of the divinity of Y 
Chriſt, On the other hand, I find no traces 
| of. rapidity i in this account of the apeſtles | 
conduct. All that approaches to it is that, 
immediately after any mention of the hu- 
manity of Chriſt (which. he ſpeaks of as 
neceflary an account of the Jewiſh Prejun 
dices) he ſays the apoſtles ſubjoin. ſoma 
expreſſions which might .baye led their 
| hearers| to the knowledge af his divinity ; . 
but the inſtances he produces are ſuch as 
plainly confute any pretenſions ta, their 
being a diſtinct oo. full ae of t | 
doctrine. 
The firſt ak 10 gives 1 ys is 1 1. 
ſpeech of Peter to the Jews on the day af 
Pentecoſt, in which he ſays (Acts il. 22.) 
Je men of Iſrael, hear theſe words, Jeſuf 
of Nazareth, a man approved of GG 
among you, by miracles and wonders, and 
oy he which $509 did ** him, In the mid} 
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lame man in the temple) he called him the | 
. prince of b Ii ife (Acts iii. 10.) and killed the 
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g this Athanaſius acknowledges, that Peter | 

4 preached the proper humanity of Chriſt, | 

but ſays that, immediately afterwards | 
ferring to bis diſcoutſe on the cure of the 


* prince of life whom Gon hath raifed from | 


by The Gage? Oe TR HER. OY 
"Had the apoſtle meant ar is ak 
ſhould have underſtood him as referring to i 
the divinity of Chriſt by that expreſſion, | 
his prudence muſt haye laſted but à very 
| ſhort time indeed; probably not many days. 
If, therefore, his intention was, as Atha: | 
fius repreſents it, to preach the doctrine of 
the humanity of Chriſt in the firſt Mo. 
and not to divulge the doctrine of his di- | 
vinity till they were firmly perſuaded of * | 
meſſiahſhip, he could not mean to allude 5 | 
his divinity in this ſpeech, which was ad- | 
5 drefled not to the believing, but to the un- 
believing Jews. At leaſt, he could only have _ | 
thought of doing it in ſuch a manner as that 
his hearers might afterwards infer the doc- | 
trine from i it; and it muſt have required great : 
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ip and dann: a "nada: ii ion „„ 
in favour of the divinity of Chriſt . 
verſe of which this writer acknowled ges) 
to imagine that this expreſſion of prince of 

life, which ſo eaſily admits of another inter- 

pretation, had any ſuch reference. More- 15 
over, in all the inſtances whidch Athana- 
ſius produces concerning the conduct of 

the apoſtles in this reſpect, from the book 
of Acts, he does not pretend to kad: one. 
which the divinity of Chriſt is diſtin&aly 
preached, though he quotes four paſſages in 
which his humanity is plainly ſpoken of. 
| Beſides, had Athanaſius thought that the 

apoſtle - had preached. the doctrine of the 
divinity of Chriſt with much effect, it is 
probable that he would have added this 
circumſtance to his narrative; as, from the YN 
object of the work in which the | paſſage is 
introduced, it may be inferred, that he could 
not but have thought that it would have 
been ſufficiently to his purpoſe... For, cer- 
teinly, if he could have added that, not- | 
withſtanding their caution in preaching this 
extraordinary doctrine (againſt which he ac- 
knowled ges the Jews had the ſtrongeſt pre- 


. | 8 


— 


* 


& 


» 
| 
235 
* 
Nr 7 
D 
- þ 
» 
+4 
p t 
8 
45 
i $84] 
«$33 
_—_ 1 
ry 
44 
_ 
4 


n 


— Ss 
— 
— = CO end. 
4 off SI x 9 
rr 


oY 


* 2 — 
* * 
. SE Fame = 
ne En Den 
= 2 2 
— a TC 


—_— 


Ke 


converts that the apoſtles. made, it was - 


x l me effect, 200 war 16 was ** 8 


belief of the Jewiſh chriftiang'i in their. time, 
be would have dane it. It would certainly 
have favoured his great objeck in writing 
he piece, viz. the:vindicatian of TD | 
in uſing. a like caution with reſpect to the 
Sabellians, te have. added, that this prus 
| dence, or caution, was not, in either of the 
two caſes, finally detrimental t the Saus 
of truth. I therefore conſider the fil ne 
of Athanaſius an this head as a negative | 
argument of ſome weight; and, upon the 
whole, I think that Athanaſius | muſt have 
ſuppoſed that both the Jewiſh and Gentile | 
churches were unitarian in the time of the 
apoſtles. At leaſt, he enables us to infer 
that it myſt have been ſo, which a —_ 
 latticient for my argument. 
Now if this caution was dite; 1 8 
arent inſtance, and with reſpe& to the firſt 


equally requiſite with reſpect ta the reſt, at 
| leaft for the ſake of others who were not 
yet converted, unleſs the firſt ſhould have 
been enjoined ſocrecy on that cad. For 
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| whenever. it had 33 known that the apoſ- 5 5 55 
tles were preaching not ſuch a meſſiah ass 
they expected, viz. a man like themſelves, - 
but the eternal God, the difference 8 
great, that a general alarm would have been | 
ſpread, and. the converſion of the reſt of the - 5 
Jews (to a doctrine which muſt have ap- 
peared ſo highly improbable to them) would 

have been impeded. We may therefore 
preſume that the apoſtles muſt have con- 
nived at this ſtate of ignorance concerning 
the divinity of Chriſt, in the Jewiſh chriſ- 
tians, till there was little hope of making 
any farther converts among the Jews, and 
till the goſpel began to W preachie to the 

Gentiles. A 
Indeed, this muſt have been the 0 ac- 
cording to Athanaſius's own account; „ 
he ſays, that theſe Jews, being in an oe Ip 
| themſelves, led the Gentiles into the ſame 
error. He muſt, therefore, be underſtood 
to ſay, that the Jewiſh converts, while 
(through the caution of the apoſtles) they. 
were ignorant of the divinity” of Chriſt, : 1 
preached the goſpel in that ſtate to e 5 
Gentiles. And | as he ſpeaks of Gentiles in 
Voß I. „ö; ů· iͤ‚5„ß general, 
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4 ſo of their being actually brought over 0 
that belief, it is impoſſible not to under 


. this caution, being contin J a 
till the goſpel had been fully preached 0 


the Gentiles as well: as to the Jews. Belig 
_ bye of the "inſtances that Athanaſiys e 
give: of the preaching of the fimple huma- 
nity oF Chriſt is taken fre pr the diſcourſe 
of the 2k wftle Paul at A, hens, which was | 
about the Ar 5 35 
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cer Chriſt; and, in- 


7 on deed, at this une the goſpel had not been 


great extent among the 
_ Gentiles, For it WM on this very journey 
55 that is apolile f 5:0Y eached. ad goſpel 
Ii Macedonia and Greece. „ 
. according to Athanaſius, the ar 


preached t. o 


divinity of Chriſt continued till this time 
(and he fays nothing concerning the termi- 


nation of it) we may preſume that this great 
doctrine, ſuppoſing it to have been known ; 

to the apoſtles, had not been publicly taught 
by them, till very near the time of their 
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their mere authority. was not 


w—_— the prejudices of he dating ” 45 8 
| - At leaſt, the communication of a doc- 5 
_ ;of ſo extraordinary Slee; flor 


they had no conception, muſt have occafioned 
ſuch an alarm and conſternation; as we muſt” 


have found ſome traces of in the hiſtory of. 
the Acts vf the apoſtles. It could not have 
been received without heſitation and debate. 
If we can ſuppoſe that the apoſtles; ſomm 
time befote their death, did communicate : 
y doctrine, the ef- 
"feats of ſuch communication muſt have been 
very tranſient. For preſently after the death 7 
of the apoſtles, We find all the Jewiſh chriſ- 
ied by the name of Naza- 
tenes, or Ebionites, and no trace of the 
doctrine of the e in — Tug | 
them. 1 85 : 
When all "cnt things a are conſi ri ted, viz: | 
that Athanaſius acknowledged that it re- 
quired great caution in the apoſtles e diE 
vulge the doctrine of the e divinity « of Chriſt; _ EE 
and that the goſpel was preached with ſuc- _ 
ceſs among the Eo while the Jews TY: 
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being the Chriſt, before they could be 
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were OR; of i 10 it can o hardly be: — 
. but that he muſt himſelf have con- | 
| Gidered the chriſtian Hh in general a5 

unitarian in the time of the apoſtles, at leaſt 
till Der the time of their a and 
| death, "bp, 8 4k 5 
wine to. POE PLAY the Joke were 
to be well grounded in the belief of Jeſus 


taught the doctrine. of his divinity. Now, | 
if we look into the book of Acts, we ſhall 
clearly ſee, that they had not got beyond * 1 
the firſt leflon in the apoſtolic age, the great - 
burden of the preaching of the apoſtle 
being to perſuade the Jews that Jeſus was 
the Chrift, That he was likewiſe Goc, 
they evidently left to their ſucceſſors, who, 
indeed, did it moſt effectually, chough it 
to ee 
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full and clear to the fame purpoſe. | EDIT A 
- Chryſoſtom having ſaid, that Chriſt 


« accuſtomed to this, they might be pre- 
* pared for what they were to be taught 
„ afterwards, And if any perſon,” he ſays, 
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Cuar. V. bers! Fathers 5 % C 


off the concurrent i Te 1 74 b F ers . 5 
10 the caution of the Apoſtles, in teaching 5 
the Doctrines of Me: e and. —_— Beg 


* Have no great dior to 85 Wack fires | 9 5 
on the teſtimony of Athanaſius, as there 
is ber of others of the Fathers IRON, 


taught his divinity by his Works only, 
ſays, that « Peter alſo, in the beginning, | 

* uſed the ſame method. For that, i in his 
« firſt diſcourſe to the Jews, he taught no- 
« thing clearly concerning his divinit7 ; 
* and becauſe they were then incapable W 
« learning any thing clearly concerning it, 

he dwelt upon his humanity ; that, being : 


te will attend to the whole of their preach» | 
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For he calls him a man, and dwells upon 
| wh his ſuffering : and reſurrection, and bing: 
5 X F „belonging to the fleſh. 8 And Paul , When 
. be ſpeaks of his being the Son of Dov 
| b according to the fleſh, teaches us nothing 
ö . farther, that what belonged to the huma- 


5 be acknowledged. But the 
56 oh. of thunder diſcourſes concerning. his 
d etefnal exiſtence; ſo 3 
omitting wha he aid, he relates what be 
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With reſpect to the former (and the fame 4 ; a 
may, no doubt, be applied to the latter) he. TY 
ſays, A. he did not give his Ons opinio 
C. only, but that which ca: | 


4 from the Fathers and eminent x men. He, 5 
therefore, would not have h is hearers to. 
« be alarmed, or e his 
of extraordinary . 0 9 40 0 nie . 15 | 
Thus, he fays, that 6 it was not 60 9 5 
« offence. to the Jews, that Peter, in his 
10 firſt ſpeech to them, did not ſay that 
Chriſt did the wonderful works of which 
« he ſpake, but that God did them by him; 
« that by ſpeaking more modeſtly he might 
6 conciliate them to himſelf +. | The ſame 
caution he attributes to him in © not ſaying ;- 5 
that Chriſt, but that God ſpake by the 25 
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2. means he 3 wa en gradually | 
88 18 the faith . ee en ane 1 
s duct of che apoſtles, with . Wthez 
.  infiſting on the doctrine of the reſurteQion 
of Chriſt, rather than that of ' bis "divinity, | 
immediately after the deſcent of the Holß Wl 
Spirit, he ſays, As to the Jews wo Had 
daily heard and been taught out of the 
88 law, Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord thy : a, 4 it 
one Lord, and beſides bim there it no other, 
we * having | ſeen him (Jeſus) nailed to à croſs, 
66 yea, having. killed and buried him them, 8 
* ſelyes, and not having ſeen him riſen 
90 again; if they had heard that this perſon 
«© was God equal to the Father, would not 
* they have rejected and ſpurned at it.“ 1 
want words in Engliſh to expreſs the force 
of the Greek in this place. The latin tranſ · 
Aator renders it, nonne maxime omnes ab hit 
verbis abboruiſſent, ac reſiliſſent et oblatraſſent, | 
9 On this SO” 25 rn 1. 8 {the 
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But we Bd no trace a Ae Jews or 


4rines' that Theyſoſtom- 'alludes to in the | 


nge of the apoſtles.” + Nay we ſes that h 
- himſelf repreſents the apoſtle Paul as obl 8. : 


ed to uſe the ſame caution with reſpect to 


the Jews, when he wrote the epiſtle to the 
_ "Hebrews, which was ſo late as A * „ 
1 about two years before his dent. 


Theodoret obſerves, that © in is 8 
0 logy of Chriſt given by Matthew, this 
« writer did not add according ro the fleſh, 
„ becauſe the men of that time would not 
e bear it;“ evidently meaning, that they. 


5 ' would thereby have been Ted. into A fuſpi- 
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Fathers muſt nece flarily have ſuppoſed, 3 
that the chriſtian | church, in general, was. 
at firſt unitarian, and that it continued to be 
- fo 4 conſiderable time. Fo or none of them 
ſay, or hint, when this caution on the part 
of the apoſtles ceaſed; and they repreſent. | 
| them as uſing, it in the. very lateſt of their 
_ writings, as in thoſe from Paul after h 
confinement at Rome, and therefore not 
long before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. 
At that time, therefore, they muſt have 
thought that the great body of chriſtians | 
were unitarians, and without being 
| fidered as heretics, on that account. £ 

But the moſt deciſive. proof of. this i is 
their univerſally. concluding, that the doc. 
trines of the pre exiſtence and divinity of 
Chriſt were never taught clearly and expli- 
_ citly till it was done by John, in the intro- - 
duction to his goſpel, which they ſuppoſed 
to have been publiſhed among the laſt E | 
the books of the New. Teſtament, and after 
E death of & the other COT 15 3 . | 
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of evidence in ſupport of it A 
better calculated to-ſatisfy us, that, in the 


opinion of the chriſtian Fathers, the doc- . 
f the eee and divinity of 
received in the 
ales 3 and, theres | 


ages. Theſe akthaeitits I. that wan e, 
as I have generally done others, nearly in 
the order of time in which the writers 
flouriſhed. T ſhall only. firſt obſerve, that 
John ſeems to have got the title of der, 
divine, from this circumſtance, of his teach- 
ing the doctrine of the divine logos, Which 
was ſuppoſed to b peculiar to him. This 

: | appellation | 
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ain: is given to him in the title to, 
the book of Revelation. It is mentio! ed 
b A Athanafius i in his Sermo Major de Fides, 
and alſo by Cyril of Alexandria - T. For a 
Fmilar reaſon Iſaiah is ſtiled Theole g an by 
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1 chall alſo remind my reader in this. 
| place, that this hypotheſis of John hay- 5 


ing taught the doctrine of the divinity 


of Chriſt in the introduction of his goſ- 
22 does not occur in the earlieſt writers, 
© Theſe being nearer to the ſource of infot- | : 
mation; ſay that John had à view to the 
his epiſtles, and 
| the introduction to his goſpel. This was 
the opinion of Irenzus, who v about 
"the year 170; for which ſee this work, 
vol. I. p. 253. The firſt writer Who ſays 
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the doctrines of the pre- exiſtence and 


divinity of Chriſt, yet, as will appear in 


its proper pace only conſidered them as : 


more ſublime doctrines, fit for the more 
perfect (chriſtians, © He ſays, that Johns 

« alone introduced” the knowledge of the 5 
eternity of Chriſt to the minds of the 
“Fathers . Jolw- himſelf was tranſ- 
« formed into „God, and ſo became partaker 

« of the truth, and then pronounced that 
« the word of God Was in e N che | 


9”, 


be beginnisg Fe. 9 25 


5 he 


by Joannesſola . @terna in notitiam iel anima · p 
rum introducit. Opera, vol. a. p. TT.. 

+ Sanctus itaque theologus i in deum eranſmutatus, 1 veri- 
tatis particeps, dumini verbum ſubſiſtere in deo en 
hoc eſt deren * in deo Jane; e e | 9 5 0 


1 


M 


— : * = 75 0 5 
f 1 5 * 
8 E 0 r 1 0 N. 1 ä 
I | 55 0 2 ES 4 5 N 4 * 5 + A * 


—— — N * : * — 0 
. en En 2h EE p 1 * \ 
. — "oY 
— 89 * 
s p b 2 
FR : - 2. * 
* „ Ll # by s 


—— — a 


— — 


— — lr eee Ace 
AUDIT VF. K -- 
— — 


— — 0 

— — —_—— 
— — - — — 5 x 
a * 


— 


i” 


. Da > 
r 


} 
U 
[ 
1 
i 


1 5 « 1 "eh 5 this: writer, « Annen 
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«« the goſpels; che ſenſe of which no per. 
s ſon can conceive, except he who reclines = 


* For he who is perfect does not himſelf 
live, but Chriſt lives in him. And ſince = 
_ + Chriſt lives in him, he ſays to Mary con- 

« cerning him, Bchold h 2. ee : 
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« preſents him to us, ſaying; I am ibe light 


* the fe, . am the. refurretiion, | P am the 
gate, I am the. good ſhepherd, and in the 
« Revelation, 1 am the alpha and the. omega, 
« the beginning and the end, the firſt and the 
«6 fl. We may therefore boldly. ſay, that, | 
© as the goſpels are the firſt fruits” (or the 
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te from Jeſus his mother Mary, 'and' makes 
« her his own. He muſt be another John, 
« who was ſhewn by Jeſus as another Jeſus... 
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firſt claſs and rank, far 
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courage of John, in teaching what the other 
apoſtles had only ventured to hint at, and 
_ which was reſerved. for him, as the fon. E 
thunder, and whoſe emblem was the eagle, 
to expreſs his ſoaring müht aa any 89 5 | 
- that had gone before him. 
John,“ he ſays, alone clog the a0 ; 
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* firſt lighted up the lamp of theology and 
all the moſt diſtant churches running to 
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© not know before he declared it T and 
he repreſents them as his moſt attentive au- 
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« becauſe the Father, was known to all, if 
« hot as @ Father, yet as God, ph the _ 
18 unbegotten was unknown 1 135 e 
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« dignity.” The dignity of the logos of 
© God was hid, the arrows againſt the he. 
10 retics were concealed, and the fortifica« - 
« tion to defend the right faith was not 
« raiſed by the pious preaching. "John, 
a therefore, the fon. or "Rn, being the 


„%% Ta 3 
be, 2x mae, di aneh amen, cb ah, dhaelas exlonln, þ 
cquola maiding. In Johan. 1. Opera, vol. 8. p. 2. 

+ A unde arp apo e EI 
wy V 
.. # 0 

17: N wp wes en 4 
,, on RT on 
eng e 


: 5 
Z — 
£5 
* 


5 | 2-44 | 3 — 8 82 s ; - 8 
at 4 RE Au oo 1 S > Se 
| 4 , * * 
5 8 7 8 fy TIS. bY » x 
8 ; A 4 -O 


n 
* . 
N n 


4:4 
- 


55 


— 


* 
* % 
4 
2 
4 ; 
, 
{ 
. \ 7 
7 : E 
4 
2 
t 2 1 
» * 1 2 1. 
: f 
i 4 | 
* 1 
>: Ml 
1 * 
— 
4 * 
i p »* 
4 TY 
* 5 
1 
* 
8 
* 
Ll 
« > d 
= 2 3 © v 
* 
1 
8 * 95 
* "Ys 1 
. 
7 | . 
4 ny 
: 2 2 
*; 
a* . 
5 2 * * 
"Us IS * 
* 
# WW. : : £ 
* * 
* 5 — We 
3 / : 
* . 8 
2 L . 2 
7 * * 
% Y 55 
17 
* ry 1 5 
* : 7 


— 
— 


— > 


— 


— — — 
— german WII ie et 


— r a _ = = — i. 6% — * 
— . — i˙TAS—ͤC . 2 —— — ͥ ꝙWG—) * 


ö * 8 — — 
1 P 
z s % £ „ 
* 3 
— 


a —y—ͤ—yä— — a os 
— —— — 
= 
* 


11 4 
— 
: W 4 
[2 
1 
tt] 
in 7 
1 
ny} i 
'f 
is 
0 4 
* £ 
1 
44 * 
* 
it 
. 
$ + 
if 
\ 
.*} 
| 
bi 
' 
1 
i 
* 
fy 
1 IF 
. 3 b 
. & 
21 % fn & 
* 4 
18 
} 
= 
; 
15 


5 5 2 = Dn On — = 1 REI 
— FA Ions => ES — 2 — — 


——— ä — — 
n 


— — ts A 
-_ — 


q '1z0 -. — ͤ— 


= 
—ͤ—ũ——2— —u— — — — — 
ee 5 
3 2 


— ae A qo — — I 
OPER —— an 
* 5 . 
1 9 a 
26 In 
2 * 
* — * 
7 % 
- 4 
1 of 4 


— 
e aa. 3” * 


rr 
F , . pr 
. = 7 


: 171 4. br ns ded 4 


1 de) « began at a diſtance. 
7 ; began the preaching;'they'did not imme- 


n y of C briſte. T& = 54 "7 
vas tbe — Th 

10 doctrine was not publiſned at firſt; for 
the world would not receive it. Where. | 
fore Ma thew, Mark, and uke“ (Joh: 
is here added, but it muſt be an interpola- 
— When they 


. diately fay what was becoming his dig- 
«nity, but what would ſuit the hearers. 


* Matthew, beginning his goſpel,” taps, | 
1 The brok of the generation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
«© the ſon of David, the 'ſon'' of | Abrahi 
4. Why does he not ſay the * 
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1 clauſes, and in the latter it is ſo rendered by the Latin 


tranſlator, though not in the former. The obſervation, that 


wie firſt verſes in the goſpel of John | are a refutation of all 
: hereſies i is common with the Fathers. No perſob, except 
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Th Who do not even 70 believe him to be 5 
n good man. They would not believe „ 


« Chriſt to be the ſon of Abraham, and 
« will they believe his being called the yi 1 
« of God? The bleſſed Mark, al ſo, when : 
% he applied himſelf to writing a goſpel, 


1 ine courage from what had been dene | i 
_ « before” (meaning perhaps, by Matthew); 


© calls him the Son of God; but he i imme - „ 
« diately contracts his diſcourſe, and cuts 
« ſhort what he had intended to fay, that » 
« he might ſooth his hearers. He there 
« fore, introduces what he had to ſay, con- 
« cerning the Baptiſt, ſaying, The. begin= . 


ning of the goſpel of Jeſus. Chriſt, ar . f | 
uritten in Iſaiah the propbet, . 


“Luke follows in the third place, and . 
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* the doctrine of the 1008, but does not ex- 
« plain, or. unfold his dignity ; - but ſays, 


Since many have undertaken to give an ac- : 


* count * what has come 10 9 among us, it 
K 2 A 5 : 5 N 


* 


1 


8 yy 4 1 + ö : 72 
5 * ; N k N ; 0 ar 7 
3 >» z % 4 * : a ; 1 : S 
R a - Ber, 3 5h 
. F — ” 5 A * . 
a "> 2 5 * * 
* » , * * * 7 
% 4 > r , x 
A 48 X 3 * 2 
4 x 5 —_ _ 4 
* * * ” 
5 
; 8 4 


4 — delioared ts us, 
3 44 6% Wert eye-witneſſts' and miniffers of 
=: en, . But though he mentions the 
ane 808, he did not ſuy that the le 
3 God. What then ns 


* 


cn. ts - ts.” - a > 


> k the cats of t 
. 1 and brit 
wonomy, i. e. the doctrii 
© IiGartatior or humanity of Chriſt, 1 
915 2, was a prieſt Zacharias, &. 22 
5 $ 0 John, therefore, the ſon of thunder, 
ust of all advanced to the docttige of his | 
OO dieinicy, after. thoſe three. 
EVO << with great propriety he 
n 66: and they went before, lightening a little, 
23g the lightning precedes the thunder, leſt 
© «© burſting from the clouds at once it e 
tun the hearer They therefore lighten- 
A 3 or the humanity of 2 | 


<v Vac 


em, 


It I «© but he thundered out the theology,” a ; 
j | 5 is, the docttine of Chriſt 8 a 6s 2 <a” 
i wel. be, mar 01 


— Ie 


w0m9auer; TW aaf, eva. ä OE 
400 Noda yt kene r. i 


e 


—— — whe e 
5 Opt OT EO ES | 


IEEE Ny . u. dente age pawn | g 0 | 8 


a here fur ume, an unt a d g dere wo ders —— 
of ac won Hale 36 wa, ty pereggt & reges mau „ 
dla, aul d alin, x; 050 
Zayapiog © weld Sas 

by reelle maden 27: r „ 

| * en de wg, Ta yunge TH ag „5 
C ͤ 
a veſuy payare pal, Tov eke, Oles eren 

| Toit - r of " 

1 1 1 3 N N F 


* 8 ' | i 1 


19 55 + K* 3 5 8 n 


Oh om ages? Why do' 1 hide 

e myſelf, the wiſdom which Was Before 

the ages, which I derive from the im- 
1 FIN: en im 1 I lean? Wh 


2.-W1 hy 8 F hide . the ent s of | 
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FTER reading theſe teſtimonies, 1 to- 
pious, and ſo full to my purpoſe, and 
Alncontradicted by any thing in antiquity, i it 
is not poſſible to entertain a doubt wih 
reſpect to the opinion of the chriſtian Fa. 
thers on this ſubject. They muſt have 
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of John's goſpel; and, conu ju 


before that time the great body of chrif. 
tians muſt have been unitarians; and they 


are far from giving the leaſt hint of any 
of them having been excom 
that account. On the other 3 the ap+ 
prehenſion was, leſt thoſe who preac 


doctrines ſo new and offenſive, as thoſe 2 N 


the pre- exiſtence and divinity of Chriſt, 
ſhould have been rejected with abhorrenee. 


When we conſider how late the three 
örſt goſpels were written, the ſt of them 5 
not long before that of John, Which was 

near, if not after, the deſtruction of Jeru- 
alem, and that, in the opinion; of the 
writers above · mentioned, all, this caution 4 


und reſerve had been neceſſ 


late Non on e part off: the chriſtian | 
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doin which, ap to them, the 
ople were ill prepared to receibe. And 
_ hiftory of both Peter and Paul ſuffl. 
cientiy ptove that the influence of mete 
apoſtolical authority was not ſo ut at 
that time as Nen perſons” how take it to 
have been. Whatever power they "had; 
they were not conſidered. us lords, oven the 
faith of chriſtians. - „ eee th 
The chriſtians of che eee k tie 
thing more than the private opinion of 4 an 
apoſtle. | They required ſome ſupete natutil 
evidence that his doctrine was from God; 
and we have no account of the apoſtles pt: 
poſing” to them this additional article of 
oo and alledging any ſuch” evidence for 
| Chryſoſtom ſays, “ if the wt were 
48 18 much offended at having a nev 10 
68 ſuperadded to their former, how müch 
more would they have been offended,” if 
* Chriſt had taught his own dieinity,“ 
May it not be ſuppoſed, therefore, that they 
would have e 8  cpaytioulad e een 


4 , % 
Ac 7 # 7 
* * : 0 0 
4 , * * i Ld 4 
s £ s 8 

> a 8 8 
* s 
+ 5 * 8 

4 : ow 
” : ; 

* 


Quar P, VII. 


of a ee eee nts EY as in 
the other? And what remarkably ber 
evidence was Ni ceflary to convince' them 
that the obligation of ee law did not 


extend to the Gentiles? Would they, 
then, have received what Chryſoſtom con- 
fdered as the more offenſive doctrine of . 
eular revelation: on the ſubje&? 
It may be ſaid, that all che e caution; of 
king was-neceſlary. 
with reſpect to the unbelieving Per 1 i 


the two, without any prope to a *1 


which we have been ſp 


into whoſe hands theſe goſpels, and the 


other writings ef the New N 
might fall. But how impoſſible” muſt it 
have been to conceal from the unbeli ievin g 
Jews the doctritie of the divinity of Chriſt, 


if it had been a favourite article with the 
believing Jews. If this had been the caſe, 


the world; and, therefore, all the offence 
that it could have given would haye been 


unayoidable, - 80 that this ſuppoſed cau- 


tion of the evangeliſts,” &. would 


come too late, and would have wierd | 0 | : 
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tion to them; and theſe were certainly the 
| believing Jews, and the chriſtian world at | 
large, and not unbelievers of any nation. 


We are authoriſed; to conolude, that in 
the opinion of the writers who have ſpoke 
of! it, of whatever weight that opinion may 
be, this caution in divulging the doctrine 
of the divinity of Chriſt was neceſſary 
with reſpect to the great body of chriſtiat 

themſel ves, and eſpecially the Jewiſh chriſ · 
tians. Conſequently, they muſt have l- 
ds that at the time of theſe publica 
tions, which was about A. D. 64, the doc- 
trine of the divinity of Chriſt was not ge- 
netally held by chriſtians, and that there 
Would have been danger of giving them 
great offence if at that time it had been 
plainly propoſed to them by the apoſtles | 
themſelves. At this period, therefore;. it 
may be. inferred,” that, in the opinion of 
theſe writers, the chriſtian church Was 
Oy. unitarian, believing only the 
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of Chtiſt, and knowing 


orthodox Fathers could not help miak- 
V vou not do it 
unneceſſarily) that there were great num» 


; bers of proper unitarians in the age- of the 
apoſtles, it ſeems not unreaſonable to con- 


clude, that there were great numbers f 
them in the age immediately following, and 


in their o.] i. And their knowledge of 
this might be an additional reaſon for the 


opinion, that they appear to have formed of 
that prevalence in the epoſtplic age. Would: 
theſe Fathers have granted to their enemies 
ſpontaneouſly, and contrary to truth, tha 
the Jews, were ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed againſt 

the doctrine of the divinity of >hriſt, * 

that the unitarians were à formida 
of chriſtians while the apoſtles 1 £6 
if it had been in their power to have denied wy 
the facts? The conſequence of making 


theſe acknowledgments is but too obvious, 


and muſt have appeared ſo to them, as well 
as it now does to others, which gs them | 
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how unſ uitably to their real. character and ; 
conduct theſe F athers repreſent the apoſtles 
as acting. They were all plain men, far 
95 being qualified, or diſp 100, to a 4 ſo 
cunning a part, as is here aſcribed. to them, 
There is nothing like art or addreſs in the ” 
conduct of any of them, as related in the 
ſcriptures, except that of Paul; and this 
was only with reſpect to his prove ng the 
goſpel to. the-uncircumciſed G 
fore it was generally approved of at 
lem; on which account, h 
chief of the apoſtles only with e had 
done. But this was no ſecret long, and 
indeed a thing of that kind could not, ä 
its on nature, have been much of a ſecret 
at any ime. On all other occaſions he fail 4 
not to inform thoſe to whom be preached. 
of tbe: whole counſel of Gd; as he ſays that 
he had done with reſpect to the Wange. of. 5 
ED Acts xx. 27. Much leſs can i 
be ſuppoſed that he would have N 
a goctrine of ſo great magnitude and im- 
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6 a few, have left it to de Mußte after 
his death? For it is is not to be ſuppoſed that 
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enjoined them to teach al thar arts Tony 
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great numbers to die in the utter ignorance 
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let, ann it too en the conver- 
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have been men af different tempers ang 
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e agreed in conducting themſelves 
upon this plan, viz. of not divulging the 
doctrine of the divinity of their maſter til! EY 
their hearers ſhould be ſufficiently per- ä 
ſuaded of his meſſiahſnip. Some of them 5 | 
would hardly have been capable of ſo much 
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teaching of theſe doctrines was ſo late ; [kind 


this could not haye been any thing but the 
want of that general prevalence; which t 


would have had, if they had been t 


with effect in the life-time of the af 
and which would have continued to 
own times. They muſt, therefore, 


known that there were more unitarians i 
the church f in the early ages than they cou 
5 account 


acc 80 on \ any har RED nog 
that of the doctrines of the -pre-exiſtence 
and divinity. of Chriſt, not having been 
taught till very late. At preſent, the 
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themſelves wonder that they hould . 5 
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bypothefis is received, is a proof of a great 
difference in the circumſtances and. views 
of things in the different periods. We ſee 
nothing to 3 ſo ſtrange an hypotheſis 
neceſſary. They would not have had re- 
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doeirmes, as they call them, were not taught 
in an early period. For none of the three 
«firſt gol pels make the leaſt mention of any 
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that book, or in the epiſtles, reſpected 
| impoſed the obſervance of the law of Moſes 
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The erroneous doctrines, of theſe perſons 
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Jeſus was the Meſſiah, whoſe divine miſſion 
was confirmed by miracles, eſpecially. that 
of his own reſurrection, and by the gifts 
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have been even more conſiderable in tho 
time of thoſe writers, than they were after- 
; The dat of all theſe writers is eafily 
©. accounted for on the ſuppoſitions, that, in 


the time of Juſtin Martyr, £ 
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Account for the conduct Gf Euſebius, 5 the 
. ape ne either. of there having: been ſuch 
| perten as * re- 
/fin 5 h, bufneſs, a n 
| hiſtorian de have noticed bott. 
Ĩhe opinion that the Ebionites and Na. 
. 3 were. the ſame people, is maintained 
* by Le Clere, and the moſt eminent critics 
of the laſt age. What Mr. Jones (who is re- 
Rea 1 5 ene for his caution 1 — 4 
r nion) ſays on chis Tray ect, Forth 
Ei . quoting. AX i 
˙If 0E i e was a ß great | 

agreement between : theſe” two ancient 

« ſects; and though they went under dif. 
e ferent names, yet they ſeem only to have 

« differed in this, that the Ebionites had 

% made ſome addition to the old Nazatene 

ce ſyſtem. For: Origen expreſfsly tell . 
geen Makes i ane Ind in, l af xx 
akte, They are called Ebianites wbt 
1 . among the Fews own Jeſus to be * 
„„ NR Na though' Epiphanius ſee $to 
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« * make their goſpels different, ; calling on 
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6 ohe be ab not be right, that y we 
« ſhould read the ſame” aby, in bot 

« places (which yet is very Srobablis dot 
« any thing that Father Simon has proved 
« to the contrary yet will the difficulty be 
vs all removed at once, by this ſingle con- 
« ſideration; that Epiphanius never aw any 


* goſpel of the Nazarenes. For though © - » 


„he calls it mee, yet he himſelf tays, 
© xx oa dr uu Tay yetadonay eines,” be did not know 
« whether they haditaken away the genealogy, \ 
as the Ebionites had done; i. e. having 
never ſeen the Nazarene goſpel; for ought 
© he knew, it might be the very ſame with * 


et that of the Ebjonites, as indeed It: moſt 
te certainly W „ 

In my opinion, Jerom 0 coficiently a 
cided this laſt queſtion. Could he have had 
any other idea than that theſe two ſects, (if. 
they were two) uſed the ſame. goſpel, when 
1. aid, © In the goſpel uſed by the W. 


* Zarenes and Ebionites, which iS com- 


N ny called the authentic goſpel bY 
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1 Sients. ee Sr 
| "Bpiphanide am, i in ib middle of Þi 
firſt ſection relating to dhe Bbjonites) that 


tion he makes to 'be var, wil the 
apoſtle. Ja 1 2 4. _ OW 

ve rites from the Sanum hie opinion 
3 from the Nazarenes, his | name 
« from the Jews, &c.*” And he ſays, in 
8] the beginning of the ſecond nfo Rl 


et quod vocatur 4 . 
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10 lend ee em en Samaritans. 

© He moreover ade 

than the Jews, f in imitation of the Sama - 
65 . br hi 
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Ebionites as inhabiting ane e 
with the Nazarenes, and adds that; agree - 
« ing together, they communicated of their 
ce „ to each other *. 2 in 
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e 5 ho, ling in N had . 
good opportunity, of being acqu- 
the Nazarenes, deſeribes them as. fe al 


1 * 3 


* The , Nazarenes are Jews who. Yom: 
« Chriſt as a rightequs. man, and. uſe the 
e goſpel according to Peter . This ac- 


count of the faith of the Nazarencs was 
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never deſcribed by any of the ancients s ag 3 


exiſting at that time, and alſo that they ftood 


exiſtence 'and divinity of Chriſt as the Ebbo. 


and burn themſelves; 0 80 
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3 e to be ee de a 
- exi and or * 7 0 i 
T 16, who believe theſe. dot n | 


Tum has deſcribed the Nazarenes, 
In the paſſage quoted from Epiphanius, in 
which he gives an account of the motives 
for John' s writing his goſpel, it is evident, 
both that he conſidered the Nazarenes 38 


in as much need of being taught the pr 


nites. In another place this writer com- 
pares the Nazarenes to perſons who, og 

a fire at a diſtance, and not underſtanding 
the cauſe, or the uſe of it, run een , 
Jews,” 


he 


« tles, believe on him; and Knowing that his 


5 mother was with child of him at Nazareth, 

Fl the apoltfes ling bim 

* man of Nazareth, approved by Miracles, 

| «and mighty deeds)” impoſed” that boars „ 

ö 
indeed in the miraculous conception; much | 
leſs with their having an origin fubſeque ent 
to the times of the apoſtles. And he never 

mentions, or hints at, my" ee of Dl 
= nion in the Nazarenes, 


That Auſtin did not TORR mc. 
 2arenes in any favourable light, is evident 
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« der chene. a uf ay is in 4 ſe very 
om ne ban ee Nazarene, What 
; Auſtin have ſaid. of the Ebio- 
; 0 3 | be ſuppoſed. that he would 
| of the Naxarenes i in ibis n : 


N Is! if he, had-thought them. Or tnodo 
reſpect to the doctrine of the trini Nos ep 
. cialiy conſidering ihat it was in an age in 
which the [greateſt account was made of 
ut doctripe; ſo that perfect ſoundneſs in 
E article might be ſuppoſed 10 hart 
1 atoned for defects in other things. 
1 Jerom did not conſider. the, Nazarenes 2 a. 
| orthodox, eren if he, did m. Ke th 
de different from the Ebionites, is evident 
| from his calling them not chriflians. TTY 
If we conſider the general charaer, 5 


5 .the Jeviſh.chri | of he 


3 Quid 10 8 heretici, qui quan lugt BE ile 

eeſſe et chriſtiani, nec Judzi eſſe nec chriſtiani . your 
runt, ke. Opera, . 2. p. J 
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L thing that was nete e chem, and had the : 
lealt appearance of  contrariety to the law 
of Moſes, it will both ſupply a ſtrong ar- 
gument in-favour-of the truth of chriſti- wy 
anity, and againſt their receiving the doc- 
trine of the divinity or pre- xiſtence” of 9 955 
Chriſt either then r e e 5 Their 
rooted prejudices (againſt the apoſtle” Paul 
(whoſe converſion to chriſtianity muſt have 
siven them great ſatisfaction) merely on 
account of his activity in preaching the goſ- 
pel to the uncircumciſed Gentiles (though ; 
with the approbation of the teſt of "the 
apoſtles) ſhows that they would-not receive 
any novelty. without the ſtrongeſt evidence. 
Their diſlike of the apo * 
from ecclefiaſtical hiſtory, e ntinue ; 
lateſt period of their exiſtence as a ch urch, 
and they would never make uſe of his writ- 
ings. - But to the very laſt, their objeQtions ; 
to him amounted to nothing more than bis 
being no friend to the law of Moſes, . 5 
The reſemblance between the W 6 of p 


the Ebjonjtes,/a as ak * the catly chriſ. Tie, 
e iam. | 
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{ade FORE very ſtriking. 1 
given an account of his conduct to: the mor 

intelligent of them; they were ſatisfied with 
hou it; but they ID C ug there would be 8 d 
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25 ſeeſt brother,” by. Rs to. 3 Ads 
Ari. a0. f% how many thouſands of Jem 
” there are who. believe, and they are all 
« zealous of the law. And they ate in- 
he) dof. thee, that thou teacheſt all the 
« "Joke who are among the Gentiles, to for- 
« + ſake Moſes; ſaying that they ought not 

4 to. circumciſe their children, neither to 
5 10 walk after the cuſtoms. What is it 
1 therefore? The multitudes muſt needs 
„come together, for they will hear that 
t thou art come. Do therefore this that 
5s ye ſay unto thee : We have four men who 
te have a vow. on them; them take, and pur . 

9 (x rify thyſelf with them, and be at charges 
with them, that they may ſhave thei 
heads, and all may know that thoſe things 
of whereof they were ipformed concerning 
w thee are nothing, buf that thou. oy 
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$o great a reſemblance in ſome things, viz. 
their attachment to the law, and their pre- 
judices againſt Paul, cannot but lead us to 
imagine, that they were the ſame in other | 


reſpects alſo, both being equally zealous. 


obſervers of the law, and equally ſtrangers 


to the doctrine of the divinity I Chriſt, £ 


In that age all the Jews were equally | 


zealous for the great doctrine of the unity of 


God, and their peculiar cuſtoms. Can it be fup= 5 


poſed then that they would ſo obſtinately 


other? 4 1 
have not met 1 any; nication) a ofa mare 


than one orthodox Jewiſh chriſtian / in the 
courſe. of my reading, and that is one. whoſe Kh 


_ retain the one, and * e abandon, * F 


name was Joſeph, w Epiphanius ſays | ä 


he met with at Scythapolia, when all the 
other inhabitants of the place were RI — 0 
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HE ſpeaks of a c 
tar ian Jews, Who had e 
law of Moſes, and refided at Jeruſalem, ſub- 
ſequent to the time of Adrian: Ori; 
who aſſerts that all the Jewiſh chriſtians of 
his time conformed to the law of Moſes, he 
ſays, muſt have known of this church and 


therefore he does not heſitate to tax him . 


with aſſerting a wilful falſehood- Error 
was often aſcribed to this great man by the 
later Fathers, but never before, 1 believe 
was his veracity called in queſtion. Aud 
leaſt of all can it be ſuppoſed, that he Would 
have dared to aſſert a notorious unttuth in a 
public controverſy. He muſt have been 4 
fool, as well as a knave, to have ventured 
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their opinion 85 10 meh leg their sc 
and habits; leaſt of all would an act 1 3 
violence produce that effect; and of all 
mankind the experiment was hy leaſt likelß . 
to anſwer with the Jews. If it had pro- 
duced any effect for a time, their old cütelde 
1 and habits would certainly have returned 
when the danger was over. It might juſt as | 
well be ſuppoſed that all the Jews in Jeruſa- 
lem began at that time to ſpeak. Greek, as well 
as that they abandoned their ancient cuſtoms- 
And this might have been alledged in favour 
of it, that from that time the biſhops of 
Jeruſalem were all Greeks; the public of- 
fices were no doubt performed in the Greek 
language, and the church of Jeruſalem was 
indeed, in all reſpects, as much a ORE” 
church as that of Antioch... e 
Moſheim produces no . in bis bl 
Diſſertations for his aſſertion. He only 
ſays, that he cannot reconcile the fact that 
Origen mentions, with his ſeeming 'unwil? © 
lingneſs to allow the Ebionites to be chriſ- 
tians. But this is eaſily accounted for from 
the ene which he himſelf had to the 
. dockrine 
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_ by Moſbeim i in 60 HR But 
what he ſays on the ſubject. is only wh 
follows: * At this time Adrian, thinking | 
that he ſhould deſtroy chriſtianity by 
«deſtroying the place, erected the images of 
« dzmons in the church, and in the place 
* of our Lord's ſufferings, and becauſe the | 
« chriſtians were thought to conſiſt chiefly | 
g of Jews (for then the church at Jeruſalen 
„ had ali its clergy ef che circumeibon) 
« ordered a cohort of ſoldiers to keep con- 
« ſtant guard, and drive all Jews from any 
Jeruſalem ; which was of ſervice 
to ihe chriing faith, For at that time 
44 they almoſt all believed Chriſt to be God, 
but with the obſervance of the law ; the 
Lord fo. diſpoſing it, that the ſervitude | 
«of the law: ſhould be removed from -the 
ah a of the faith and of the church. 
13 oo Lg 
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were baniſhed. 


as others, were. driven out of Jeru 


| clefia Sacerdotem) militum co 


. Then was Kis. the: firs biſhop ' 
Here the AY 4 


„ Gentiles at 5 at Jeruſalem s. 25 
torian ian ſays, s, that the obje& of Adrian was to 
overturn chriſtianity, a nd that the "Jews 
zecauſe the chriſtians. there 
were chiefly. of thäs nation, | According to 
this account, all the Jews, chriſti 5 as well 

alem, Fo 
nothing is ſaid of any of them forſaking the 


law of Moſes, Euſebius mentions the ex 


pulſion of the Jews from Jeruſalem, but 


ſays not a word of any of the chriſtians 
| there abandoning. circumciſion, and their 


other cefemonies, on that occaſion, In- 


deed, ſuch a Gao was 1h, * higheſt de. 


* Qua'tempeſiate' 


dem loci injuria; AG Hl et in es ag loco do- 
minicæ paffionis deemonum fimulachra conſtituit. Et 
quia chriſtiani ex Judeeis potifimum putabantur (namque | 

ex circumciſione habebat es 
orten cuſtodias in 8 N 


tum Hieroſolyma non ni 


tuum agitare juſſit, quz Judzos omnes Hieroſolymæ adi- 


tus arceret. Quod quidem chriſtianæ fidei proficiebat z 
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This may certainly be faid. in favour of 
the unitarians, that they did not contradict 
themſelves on this ſubject, but uniformly 
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ticle of faith neceſſary 
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It is very poſſible that Tertulfiar * 
| others might give the epithet of here 
to the unitarian doct ine in this obnok! 
form only. For it is evident that he did 
not conſider the fimple unitarians as Here- 
tics, for he ſays they were the major pare 
credentium, the majority of the believers. 
Marcellus is general deferibaa Whig 
- hat. I call a philoſophical unitarian, pow 
he is not ſaid to have been a Patripaſſian. 
According to Theodoret, he held e 
« Chriſt came as an extenſion of the Fa- 
« ther's divinity. This he called God the 
« Jogos ; but after all the economy” (that 
is, when the goſpel diſpenſation ſhall be 
accompliſhed) © it will be again drawn into 
© him, and centered in God, from whom | 
4 it _ been extended, He called the Holy 
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FP they think it will be leſſened in this man- 
ner; granting that the Father and 8on 


6 are two perſons, the Son' ſuffering, and the 


Father ſympathizing with him. But in 


this they are fooliſft; for what is Hel, 
1 thizing,; but ſuffering with another *.“ 
- Notwithſtanding this mode in which this, | 


unitarian doctrine was held by ſome Philo- 


ſophizing perſons, it appears that they were 
_ conſidered as being mere unitarians; ae much 


as 5 the common people, to whom this mode 
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be Haid to explain their ſentiments i in this 
manner, or Hot, are repreſented as holding 
the fame o opinion, and the very ſame that 
was maintained by the Jews. Thus 8a- 
| bellius, Marcellus, and, Photinus, are all 


claſſed together by Chryſoſtomꝰ ; 30d in- 


| ſtances freque tly occur, in which all theſe” 
are ſaid to hold. the fame doctrine with Ar- 
temon, Theodotus, and Faul us Samoſatenſis. 
: That Sabellius in particular, though he is 
generally repreſented as a Patripaſſan, was 
nevertheleſs a proper unitarian, Who be- 
lieved Chriſt to have no proper divinity of 
his own, is evident from the arguments 
with which his antagoniſts preſs him.— 
Thus Epiphanius, in anſwer to the Sabel- 
lians, ſays that Jeſus came ho Son! of Sod. 
4, to the river Jordan es 
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The controverſy with the philoſo dphieal 
unit | ans took a turn on lerabl. _ 
fem that: with the en anitarians, «al. 
unfortünately led the orthodox into an em- 
batraſſment and | inconfiſtency, which be⸗ 1 
came very apparent when the Arian eo. 
rovetfy atoſe. Abd! indeed, bw 
ad been adopted as proper for e 

controyerly with the philoſophical unita- | | 
| rians, appears to have contributed very much . | 
to the riſe of Arianiſm. - For as th fe learned 


5 unitarians aſſerted that the Father, Son, and 


+ oth (meaning the divinity belopging 0 
| in tu advanced. that whey were een ⸗ 
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a thing was the EE of the different 
periods. Optatus, and others, —— RY 
that the famous term conſubſlantial, was 
firſt introduced in the Sabellian contro Ns 
verſy, when it ſeems to have been uſed by 
the Sabellians, and diſelaimed by the or- 
thodox, whoſe. e was to diſtinguiſh the 
members of the trinity, which the Sabel 
lians were charged with, confounding WIRE. - 
P 8.) Origen, in anſwer to the Sabel- -— "+: 
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Y my eſſence of both to be the ſame. . 
_ * cauſe,“ ſays he, Chriſt is called 8 5 
. light, and in the epiſtle of John God 
Lis called light. ſome think that the eſ _ 
„ ſence of the Son does not differ from 
that of the Father f.“ On this account, 

among others, the orthodoxy of Origen was 
called in queſtion by ſome after the Arian _ 
controvetſy ; whereas it is roy” evident that 
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both his can and his langt * were Mb 
the very fame that were held by all the 
orthodox of his own age; and Athanaſius 
and others made allowance for this, «dd © 
apologized for him, as they alſo did for - 
Dionyſius of Alexandria, who is ol called 
the Father of Arianiſn. 
be hough «the orthodox found n Fer 6 
nient to change the uſe of this word con. 
ſubſtantial when the circumſtances of thi ings 
were changed, tho unitarians did not; and 
therefore Marcellus and Euſtathius of An- 
tioch, his diſci iple, declared loudly for it, 
at the council ye adn as bee ob- ; 
ſeryes*. e ny 
There is abther circumſtance ae to 
this controverſy that deſerves to be particu- 
larly noticed; as it alſo ſhews what different I» 
ideas, and what different language, n men will 
adopt in different ſituations. As the philo- 
ſophical unitarians held that the Father, Son, 
and Spirit (meaning the divinity belonging 
to them) were the ſame, and W in 
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